
The following is a briefing for the week ending August 7, 2020, on behalf of Dr. Cash.  

Dear Colleagues:  

Following Governor Cuomo’s long-anticipated news conference today about school 
reopening, we are grateful to those who are working in close partnership with us to form 
reopening plans that are a combination of fulfilling state guidelines, while always keeping 
safety as our first priority. 

Last week, I shared our working document of the District’s 99-page reopening plan with 
you, and I hope you will take the earliest opportunity to carefully review it.  It has, of 
course, changed since its first iteration, as it will continue to over the coming days and 
weeks, while we hold robust community-wide discussions with parents, students, staff 
and other community stakeholders.   

At this time, I would like to give special commendation to our Buffalo Parent Teacher 
Organization (BPTO) and our Most Valuable Parents (MVP).  Together, they are nearly 
3,000 parents strong and growing.  Their level of collaboration and partnership – read 
“working with” – the District is what staff and I respectfully request.  BPTO and MVP 
held a press conference on the steps of City Hall this afternoon as a strong voice of 
reason, amicably and peacefully. 

 

Rachel Fix Dominguez, BPTO Co-Chair (above), stated that the BPTO wants to remain 
virtual until the District has enough funding, effective testing, and contact tracing 
procedures to reopen safely.  That, and a plan parents can reach consensus on, will be 
part of the essential work to reopen schools.  The District cannot and will not make a 
plan by ourselves as a district.  BPTO Transportation Chair Keith Jones (below) stressed 
repeatedly that the draft plan is where parent work begins. 
 

https://www.buffaloschools.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&ModuleInstanceID=141392&ViewID=7b97f7ed-8e5e-4120-848f-a8b4987d588f&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=216125&PageID=93774


 
 
MVP representative Kenny Simmons (below) spoke adamantly about the community-
wide effort reopening is going to take.  “This is too enormous an endeavor to go it 
alone as a District.  MVP will be ready for whatever parents request, and we will work 
with the District until we all find a level of comfort and surety, without ‘politricks’ during 
these unusual times.”  I believe we can execute all of the three scenarios we have 
presented in our draft plan – remote, hybrid, and in-school – and do it well with the 
help of parents, students, and teachers. 
 

 

Today, I had another conversation with Buffalo News reporter Jay Rey, after Governor 
Cuomo’s announcement, that will appear in tomorrow’s paper.  Erie County 
superintendents will be meeting with Erie County Health Director Dr. Gayle Burstein on 
Monday afternoon, to hear her plan for providing free COVID-19 testing and contact 
tracing for schools for the upcoming year.  We will keep you posted on this important 
matter.  This is going to be an all community hands-on-deck effort!  Please see the 
Buffalo News editorial, attached. 

Be well!  Enjoy your weekend! 
 
Dr. Kriner Cash 
Superintendent 


